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LET THE MUSIC SPEAK

www.christopherpatrick.com.au



02 December 2008 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BRISBANE BOY’S LANDMARK NEW ABBA BOOK TO BE LAUNCHED BY MUSIC INDUSTRY GUEST STARS!
Music history will be made – perhaps even rewritten – with the official launch of a groundbreaking new insight into the genius of ABBA by Brisbane musician Christopher Patrick, from 6:30pm on Tuesday 16 December 2008 at The Queensland Orchestra studios at 53 Ferry Road, West End.

Special guest at the launch will be Judith Durham, former lead singer of Australia’s music phenomenon The Seekers. 
The event will be compered by the doyen of Brisbane radio, Howard Ainsworth, Broadcast Manager for 4MBS Classic FM.

THE AUTHOR’S PASSION AND INSIGHT COMBINE
ABBA: LET THE MUSIC SPEAK is the result of a lifelong passion for both ABBA and a musical career as a professional cellist and arranger, and Chris has invested the past five years of his life – not to mention considerable financial risk – in self-publishing this ground-breaking, illustrated, 420 page book. Warmly endorsed by Judith Durham, and featuring a Foreword written by ABBA’s Swedish biographer Carl Magnus Palm, this book takes the reader, in Chris’ lively and engaging writing style, on a personally-guided tour “over the hills of joyful exuberance, through the valleys of melancholy and along the stretched-out roads of craftsmanship where their music was created.” – to quote Carl Magnus himself.
BENCHMARK INSIGHTS – FOR EVERYONE!
More than 30 years after the stunning Eurovision Song Contest debut of the Swedish supergroup, ABBA’s music remains a benchmark which continues to enthral millions of fans around the world – both on stage and screen as well as on vinyl and disc. Chris has created this guide to ABBA’s soundscape: the vocal and keyboard genius and precision audio engineering which continue to defy truly successful emulation to this day. No previous experience is necessary for readers of all types to enjoy the tour – this book has been carefully crafted to appeal to the interested general reader as well as to ABBA fans and serious musicians alike.
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MEDIA 
4MBS CLASSIC FM – MUSIC LOVER’S CHOICE / 29 NOV
What a fabulous two hours of live radio that was on Saturday 29 November!  Chris presented an engaging and enlightening selection of music by Benny and Björn, discussing the vocal contribution of Agnetha and Frida, and ranging across the entire spectrum from “Arrival” through BAO, CHESS and KRISTINA pieces, to conclude with the seminal “Thank You For The Music”!  “Sensational”, “informing”, “revealing” and “fantastic” were just some of the comments received following the program, which was re-broadcast on 4MBS FM the following Monday night (01 December) between 10pm and midnight.  Included in the program were several references to the fabulous ABBA MANIA show, in which Chris is playing cello, currently running at Conrad Jupiters Casino on the Gold Coast. 
612 ABC RADIO BRISBANE – BREAKFAST / 04 DEC
Spencer Howson has invited Chris to present and preview his book ABBA: LET THE MUSIC SPEAK @ 0630 on the Breakfast program on ABC local radio – this follows a prior appearance by Chris on the afternoon Drive program with Kelly Higgins-Devine a few weeks ago, during ABC’s special
ABBA and “Mamma Mia – The Movie” celebratory week’s programming.
JUDITH DURHAM’S ENDORSEMENT
“QUITE LITERALLY AWESOME…A WONDERFUL EXPOSÉ.”
“Chris Patrick’s expertise, his dedication and genuine love of music, and particularly his deep appreciation and profound understanding of ABBA, have all combined to create a truly respectful revelation which will take millions of existing aficionados (many of whom already ‘know everything there is to know’ about Sweden’s musical gift to the world) to new heights of awareness.”
BOOK SPECIFICATIONS
· 420pp (plus cover) illustrated paperback 

· B5 size (175mm wide x 250mm high)
· Includes index, references, list of figures and 
glossary of musical terms used throughout the book
· Illustrated with reproductions of single/album covers from the author’s collection, as well as specially-created musical figures 

· Also includes a Selected Discography, and ‘The world of ABBA’ – 
a timeline of the group’s history, and a snapshot of ‘what in the world’ was happening at the time

· ISBN 978 0 646 49676 4 (pbk)

AVAILABILITY
ABBA: LET THE MUSIC SPEAK is currently available only online at Chris’ website/s (below), but numerous independent bookshops and music retailers in Brisbane and Australia have been approached to stock the book.
Worldwide orders have already been received from as far afield as Argentina, Israel, South Africa, the UK, USA, and Holland.
MORE INFORMATION?

AUTHOR – Chris Patrick – 0414 577 447  c.patrick@optusnet.com.au 
MARKETING – Matt Tesch – 0406 777 077 A340matt@hotmail.com 
WEBSITES – www.christopherpatrick.com.au  OR  www.abbaletthemusicspeak.com
AND www.abbamanialive.com.au

